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Owen J. Reamer
GARLAND AND THE INDIANS,
In his long and prolific career as a professional write, Hamlin Garland handled a wealth of subject matter and tried to achieve success
in many genres. One area of his writing has received too little attention-his work with the American Indian.! Garland's interest in, the
Indian, was only one strand in the rich weave of a dynamic, enthusiastic personality, but his work with this material reveals the man and
also his eventual mastery of a clear, effortless narrative. prose style,
the style of his better known "Border" series.'

I. The sympathetic attitude toward the red man which Garland displays in his Indian stories is curious even at first glance because it is
not what one expects to find in a man who prided himself as being
the son of true pioneers. If one comes to first acquaintance with Garland through Main-Travelled Roads or the Border books, one tends
to think of him as the great advocate of pioneering. Once his boyhood
disgust with the- sweat and hardships of frontier life had driven him
back to civilization, he spent the rest of his life in a kind of "mental"
pioneering, recapturing the glamor and adventure of pioneer life by
numerous (but relatively brief) expeditions on horseback through
the remaining wilderness, or the "high trails" of the Rockies, as he
loved to call them. His famous Alaskan trip through British Columbia
was a tour de force which had no apparent point other than to reassure him that he was of pioneer stock, still hardy enough to endure
such a physical ordeal. During the latter half of his life he stumped
the lecture circuits projecting an image of himself as the descendant
of a mgged strain which had largely disappeared from the American
scene. Frontiersmen feared, hated, and exterminated the American
Indian for generations. It is strange, therefore, that Garland, who
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usually identified himself so thoroughly with the ways and attitudes
of the pioneer, should become a champion and self-appointed historian of the enemy.
Garland's feelings towards the Indian can probably be accounted
for by the fact that, as a boy, he was a little too far behind the actual
edge of the frontier to have much contact with hostile Indians. His
knowledge of them came chiefly from Wild West stories, and in
those the Indian was a cruel, bloodthirsty, romantic foe. When Garland ran into flesh-and-blood Indians for the first time on his Western
journeys after he was, thirty, he found them much different from the
picture he had carried in his mind. They were pathetic remnants of
a once noble race, just as the farmers of the Middle West, after
fighting the rigors of prairie life for several decades and the economic
and political corruption of the 1870'S and 80'S, were worn-out husks
rather than the splendid romantic giants of his youth. Perhaps be. cause Garland saw the plight of the Indians in the 1890'S, while he
was still in the first flush of enthusiasm as a reformer, he .identified
their cause with that of other downtrodden folk. If nothing else, he
considered them a part of the glorious early days on the frontier, the
passing of which he was already coming to regret. If he could help
-his red brother in any way, he decided, he would. If not, he could
plead the red man's cause by enshrining him in fiction 2 as he then
was, for future generations to contemplate.
It is not clear from Garland's autobiographical writings just when
his interest in the Indian developed, but as early as 1890 he published in Harper's Weekly a brief piece entitled -"Driftfug Crane,"
depicting a verbal skirmish between a hardy white settler and the
valiant old chief of an Indian tnoe which was about to be overrun
by the advancing wave of the white man's civilization. Each figure
is presented as a kind of heroic representative of his race, and each
is shown to be maddeningly but humanly both right and wrong .in
the stand that he takes. Nevertheless, it is apparent that the future
. lies with the white man and that the old chiefs brave defiance is
futile. The story is in keeping with Garland's reforming bent during
this period when he was concerned with all kinds of problems of
oppressed minorities.
In- 1892" on his first trip to Califomia,8 Garland had another
glimpse of Indians, but he was with his parents then and had no time
for prolonged study. It was in the summer of 1895 that he made his.
first extensive visit to Indian country, to the land of the Ute, the .
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Hopi, and the Navajo.4 Here, with customary thoroughness, he
studied his subjects, learning some of.the Ute language from a trader
at the agency or listening and watching as the trader carried on the
day's business with the Indian women. He traveled from·the Southern
Ute Agency at Ignacio through the old city of Sa~ta Fe, and the still
older pueblos of Zuni and Islem to the Hopi village of Walpi, taking
careful notes every step of the way.6 Garland was so moved by thesnake dance of the Hopi that, for an hour, he felt almost hypnotized.
He was compelled by his emotions to set to work at once to record
these wonders, "not as a scientist but as a writer of stories, a singer
of songs." "All my later work," he said, referring to his treatment of
this material, "was influenced by the concepts and emotions of this
inspirational outing."6
By July of 1897, work on his Grant biography had ceased, and
there was time for a trip with brother Frank to Standing Rock Reser~
vation in North Dakota to study the Sioux. Garland's enthusiasm
for his new material was still strong. He reported having spent every
waking hour in observing these fascinating people. He questioned
the head men through interpreters and watched the picturesque and
graceful sign language for long afternoons at a time. By securing
access to the agency records, Garland was able to piece together
from them some of the story of Sitting Bull. Suddenly the brothers
heard of an "outbreak" among the Northern Cheyenne, and they
rushed across the country to Fort Custer and then by horse to the
agency at Lame Deer where troops were reported to be still encamped
to protect the Indians from the depredations of some aroused cattlemen. There was time at Custer, however, to meet Two Moon, a
witness of Custer's last stand. On the way to Lame Deer, an overnight halt at a cattle ranch gave Garland a view of "the other side of
the picture." The cattlemen, greedy to absorb the grazing lands, were
fomenting trouble in order to kill off the Indians or at least to secure
their lands through some kind of ciVIlized double-dealing. They made
their intentions perfectly clear to Garland, referring to the Indians
with an epithet which Garland reported -euphemistically as "sonsof-dogs." '1
At Lame Deer there was a Major Stouch, who was to be of much
help in Garland's Indian- studies. Through Stouch, who was apparently liked and trusted by the Indians, Garland was enabled, as he
put it, to win thec~nfidence of numerous Indian chiefs and particu(larly of an interpreter named Wolf Voice, who spoke good English.

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1964

3

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 34 [1964], Iss. 3, Art. 5

260

OWEN

J. REAMER

How much Wolf Voice came to trust Garland and how friendly he '
felt is attested by the fact that he presented Garland with a white
eagle feather which had belonged to his recently deceased young
son. He said it was because Garland was the Indians' friend. Later
he took Garland off the regular trail to see various Indian shrines
and discussed their meanings and some of the Indians' religious, philosophy. As a final touch of background, the Garland brothers made
a special side trip into the wilds of Montana to see one of the few
remaining buffalo herds. Garland was already well aware that the
-buffalo had spelled life and death for the Plains Indian.8
It was on his final trek through the Indian country in H)OO, after
his marriage, that Garland determined to be an interpreter of the
red man.9 Major Stouch had been transferred to the agency for the
Southern Cheyenne and Arapahoes at Darlington, Oklahoma, and
thought that Garland and his new wife might enjoy making a first
inspection of the reservation with him. Garland was overjoyed. Again
Stouch saw that Garland got to meet the head men of the tribes. One
civilized Indian warned Garland to be sure to preserve in his writings
the charm which had clung to the red man's life in ancient days.
Most white writers up to then had neglected to emphasize that aspect
of Indian -life. He also planted in Garland's mind the gem for a positive bit of Indian reform-the renaming of the Indians with continuing family surnames to eliminate legal snarls in familial relationships
and inheritance of property.l0
The inspecting party visited John Seger's Colony, an experimental
group which had started with some recalcitrant Indians but which
by now was a model settlement with the Indians well along in their
_ process of learning to walk the white man's road. From Seger, who
was an authority on Indians, Garland learned much. He heard how
Seger had "gone Indian" for seveml months to learn the red man's
ways in order the better to teach him those of the white.l l The results had been singularly successful. In story after story the friendly
Seger poured out his experences, and Garland faithfully jotted
them down. He discovered, for example, why the Indian had so much
trouble in learning the white man's ways: "the Indian was alternately
continent and lax. When work was done, he was careful to take care
of himself-the hunt took up all his time-taxed his energies to the
utmost-but when the hunt was over and his lodge was filled with
food-he relaxed and enjoyed himself. This twofold life made him
spartan and dissolute-active and indolent-persistent and irresolute.
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These were his habit of mind-and they handicapped him when he
came to take the i whiteman's road." 12 He had Seger teach him some
sign language.18 c;arland told Seger how impressed he was with the
historical value of his stories and urged Seger to set them down.
Seger apparently liked Garland and did everything in his power to
help the writer in his work. He introduced Garland as a "papertalking-chief' and convinced the red men that the writer was their
friend. As the white party circulated among the Indians, Seger continually cast curt "translations" in the fonn of asides so that Garland
would miss nothing of the content of the conversations.14
From the Col~ny the inspecting party move9 on to other Indian
groups. Some, particularly the Cheyenne, Garland found to be strong,
clean, and attractive, and their vi1lages were happy places. There
were some poignantly,beautiful scenes, such as the night when "the
primroses, white in the moonlight, yeamed from the grass. The stars
blazed. The tepees, lighted from within~ glowed like lilies-white,
with golden hearts." There were also some pathetic experiences, as
when an old chief declaimed before his new agent the woes of his
tribe, the difficulties they were finding in converting to strange ways.
Sometimes Garland acquired insight into the psychology of the red
man from conversing with those who had been educated in the white
man's schools. These men were a kind of hybrid-familiar enough
with the white man's civilization to speak freely with Garland, yet
still red men with the red man's mental habits.Uj The trip had been
such a success that Garland decided he must have another visit with
the Sioux.
I,.,
The opening days of July, DC)OO, found the -Garlands at the Standing Rock Agency in North Dakota, studying records and absorbing
background material. Garland, with the help of a half-breed interpreter, Louis Primeau, who had known Sitting Bull intimately during
his last days, concentrated on the older men, the storytellers. Like
Seger, Primeau apparently came to believe in the sincerity of Garland's desire to write truthfully of the red man. Through Primeau,
Garland also secured the friendship of a trader named John Carignan,
another who had witnessed the closing days in the life of Sitting
Bull.16 Through a chance gift of a trifle of money, to what he thought
was a destitute old Indian, Garland made a close friend of a chieftain
named Looking Stag.1T The old warrior had been acquainted with
Sitting Bull, and his willing testimony of the past was an invaluable
source of firsthand infonnation. Slohan, the historian of Sitting Bull's
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band of Sioux and a member of the chiefs old bodyguard, spent a
whole afternoon going over the history of his race for Garland.1s
After the summer of H)OO, Garland made no more extensive visits
to the Indians. He stopped briefly at agencies from time to time on
his trips through the West, and he visited Okmulgee, Oklahoma, in
l@05, to witness the last meeting of the governing body of the Creek
N'ation,19 but in general his research had been sufficient. He felt that
he knew the Indians well enough after, ten years of study, and as
always there were other interests to occupy his mind. This time it was
his new role as a father. With the exception of a few short stories
and the final draft of the story of Sitting Bull, Garland's "Indian
period" of writing was between 1895 and 1<)05.
II. As in most of his work, Garland wanted in his Indian stories to
instruct as well as to please. The Indians studied were not the untamed savages of the Wild West stories (as many people still believed them to be at the tum of the century), but a simple people,
a conquered primitive race which was trying sincerely and desperately
to leama new life under nearly unbearable conditions. Wh~tever
remained of the charm or beauty of their former life Garland was
careful to depict, and he made it evident that any plan for aiding
or developing the Indian in the future must take into consideration
the customs, traditions, arts, and crafts of the ancient times.
In the two dozen or so separately published short stories based on
the red man, Garland employed the same general treatment. The
~~stories were incidents, for the most part, which revealed the Indian's
struggle to adapt himself suddenly to radically new cultural patterns."
Often they were dramatic indictments of the white man for his selfish
and cruel treatment of the "inferior" race. In some of the stories
Garland the reformer could not refrain from breaking his narrative
with propagandistic squibs such as this in a story called "Hippy-the
Dare-Devil":
i>
"Anything is good enough fo~ an Injun," was a common phrase
among the cattlemen when filling their contracts with the Agency.
With a leer of contempt, the cowboys cut out all the old cows and
sick st~rs without meat on their bones and drove them to the Agency
corral with calm confidence, knowing wen that the weak-minded
Agent would accept them. So it came about that even this clause of
of Government's treaty was habitually violated; and yet so patient
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were these people, and so sacred did they hold their promises, no
chief went further than to grumble, till Hippy became their instrument of vengeance.20

Others of the tales were mere bits of journalistic reporting. "Among
the Moki Indians,"21 recounts Garland's visit to the'snake dancers
of the Southwest with descriptions and episodes so viVid and exciting
as to take on some of the qualities of a fictitious adventure story.
In "General Custer's Last Fight as Seen by Two Moon," at the beginning and end of the interview Garland found opportunity to insert some remarks about how the Indians were abused on the reservations.22a
No one of Garland's shorter Indian stories is a world masterpiece,
but read through as a group they constitute a commendable treatment of a largely unexplored area of American life. Other writers,
possibly better ones, were soon to follow Garland into this field, but
the would-be pioneer really was a pioneer this time. Whatever their
artistic merit, his stories are still worth reading for their historical
and sociological values.22b
It was not until 1923 that Garland found a publisher for the collection of Indian tales he had so long planned.23 The book was not
everything he wanted it to be, for Garland did not approve of Remington's inteq>retations of the Indian in his drawings: "I don't like
him or his illustrations. His red men and trappers are all drawn from
one model . . . his red men are savages without being graceful. He
does not see the Western men and Indians as I see them."24 The
publishers, however, saw an opportunity for a "pretty" volume and
Remington's work was still popular, even though the drawings were
twenty or thirty years old. At least it brought his beloved "Silent
Eaters" into print at last.
The Book of the American Indian contained eleven previously
published stories, three new ones, and the short biography of Sitting
Bull, "The Silent Eaters."25 Of all his work on the American Indian,
Garland felt that "The Silent Eaters" was the best.26 In the sense
that it was a biography, based upon fact rather than a fiction, it
probably was. Biographical writing was one of the types that Garland
came to do best. ~'The Silent ·Eaters" was the epic .story of the red
man from the time when h~was still an independent savage, ad·
mirably suited to his environment, until, through a series of battles
with a superior foe, he surrendered and consented to try to adapt him-
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self to the ways of his conqueror. That attempt turned out to be a
trial in more ways than one to both races. Sitting Bull, Garland
thought, was a perfect epic hero, for in his single lifetime he spanned
the many changes in the fortunes of the red man, and with his colorful character and intelligence he represented some of the highest
qualities of his race.
, The account starts with Sitting Bull as a young man just coming
into power. It is told as if by an educated Indian, lapi, the son of
one of the Silent Eaters. The Silent Eaters were a special group of
warriors designated to guard and advise Sitting Bull. The name came
from the fact that they did not laugh or talk much but conducted
themselves seriously because of the dignity of their position. As a
young man, Sitting Bull was appointed Chief Soldier of Treaties,
the one who would counsel the various tribes how to answer the demands made by the whites. In general, Sitting Bull's policy for the
early years was to avoid intercourse with the white men whenever
possible. Eventually, however, the westward-pushing whites made
contact with Sitting Bull's tribe and friction started. Sitting Bull's
reputation was already great with the whites before the Battle of the
Little Big Hom. Mer Custer's defeat it rose even higher. The whites
were determined to get him on a reservation, and a force under General Miles harried Sitting Bull's tribe (after the chief had refused to
surrender ~ all the way into Canada. Most of the Sioux and allied
tribes had surrendered and gone into reservations by this time. The
Bull, however, knowing the deceit of the white man, held out in
Canada until the suffering of his people from the cold 27 and news
that his daughter was being held in irons in the States caused him to
capitulate to the inevitable. Mer all, they had been promised some
good food and living quarters and a joyous reunion with their own
people. ODIy Sitting Bull's immediate family and a few of the Silent
Eaters had remained loyal.
Mer reaching the Standing Rock Agency, the Indians found that
the whites had lied again. Sitting Bull was to be sent to Fort Randall
as a military prisoner. Fortunately the soldiers admired him as a leader
and treated him well. Sitting Bull was finally returned to Standing
Rock, and he setaed down to try to walk the white man's road. The
agent, however, was. unfriendly and gradually forgot promises he had
made to the Sioux. He was jealous of Sitting Bull's power among the
red men. As the years went by, tension grew higher and higher between them. Sitting Bull made himself particularly unpopular by
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resisting every att~mpt made by the whites to get the Indians to sign
away their rights to remaining lands.
During an unusually hard winter there came news of a wonderful
new religion. A Messiah had appeared who promised, if the Indians
would follow him, to restore· them to their golden days. The Messiah
brought a mc:;:ssage from the Great Spirit:·
If you will live according to the ways of the Saviour whom I have
sent among you I will again smile upon you. I will cause the white
men to disappear from the earth, together with all the marks he has
made with the plow and the ax. I will cause the old world to come
back. It will slide above the present earth as one hand slides above
the other; the white man and all his works will be buried and the
red man will be caught up in the air and put down on this old earth
as it returns, and he will find the buffalo and the elk, the deer and
the antelope, feeding as of ancient days on the rich grass. The rifle
will be no longer necessary nor the white man's food or clothing. All
will be as it was in the days of our fathers. No one will grow old, no
one will be sick, no one will die. All will be glad and happy once
more.28

The people of Sitting Bull's tribe were overjoyed. Their chief wanted
to believe, but his higher. intelligence made him refuse to accept
anything before he had proof. While his people danced the ghost
dance and came out of trances to report wonderful visions of their
dear departed in the spirit world, Sitting Bull watched and pondered.
The agent, fearing lest the new craze should disturb his control
of his charges, gave orders that the dancing must cease. At first Sitting
Bull refused, but at last he made the concession that the strange
Indian who first brought the news of the dance to the agency would
be m~de to leave. Even so, he broke his peace pipe with a dramatic
gesture before his people and swore that he would investigate the
new religion completely until he could either adopt or reject it. The
dancing continued, although the chief only watched. The agent came
to try to dissuade Sitting Bull from further dancing but was unsuccessful. Sitting Bull made the very reasonable proposition that he
would go west with the agent to investigate the source of the religion
and then govern his actions by what they found, but the agent
laughed at him. After Sitting Bull's refusal to come to the agency
for further discussion, it was but a matter of time before the agent
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arranged to arrest the old chief. It was necessary to recruit a special
band of native police to do the job, for Sitting Bull's faithful followers were detennined not to yield their leader to what was almost
certain to be his death. Early one morning the native policemen
awakened the old man. Before they could get him away a hostile
group gathered around the door outside, and when the arresting party
emerged there was an explosive fray in which Sitting BUll, numerous
of his gallant defenders, and several of the native police-were slain.29 )
So runs the story of Sitting Bull as interpreted by Garland. In
condensation it necessarily loses the flavor of the original, and it is
in the flavor that the worth of the whole perfonnance lies. Garland
recognized that he had here the material for a prose epic, and into it
he poured all the smoothness of style, all the beauty of imagery, all
t11'X_genuine sympathy for the Indian, and all the romance of the
red man's culture at his command. There is the portrayal of the way
. the red man converted the language of the white man to ideas he
could understand, as in the speech of the brave who counselled Sitting Bull to go to Canada to escape the troops:
My friends, I have listened to your stories of hard fighting and running, and it seems to me you are like a lot of faxes whose dens have
been shut tight with stones. The hunters are abroad and you have no
place of refuge. Now to the north, in my country, there is a mysterious
line on the ground. It is so fine you cannot see it; it is finer. than a
spider's web at dusk; but it is magical. One one side of it the soldiers
wear red coats and have a woman chief. On the other they wear blue
coats and obey Washington.3o

.

There is the sheer commonsense reasoning of Sitting Bull which,
as displayed in his speeches, again and again exposed the doubledealing irrationality of the white men, as in his simple remarks to
the agent when told that the ghost dance must stop: "Are there
miracles only in the- white man's religion? I hear you believe there
was once a great flood and all the people drowned but a man and a
woman, who took all the animals, male and female, into a big steamboat. When did this happen? How do you know it? Is the ghost
dance more foolish? Are my people to be without a religion because .
it does not please the white man?" 31 In ''The Silent Eaters" Garland
was careful to avoid all extraneous mate~l, such as disgressions l\Pon
, the corruption of the .U.S. Indian Bureau or direct appeals by lhe
I
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author to 'consider the unjust treatment of the Indians.iWith the
restraint of a mature artist he made the story itself the strongest
possible appeal.
III. Any criticism of Garland's Indian stories must concern itself
chiefly with the question of how well he knew his subject, for from
the standpoint of form there are few flaws. Most were written when
he was forty or older and had his style perfected. It is a simple,
straightforward prose, packed with concrete, realistic details, and it
flows along unobtrusively as the style of a good story-teller should.
As Keiser, who probably read more of Garland's Indian tales than
most critics, when referring to "The Silent Eaters" phrased it, "The
whole is well told in a simple and unadorned yet impressive manner,
by means of the short, direct, and pregnant sentences one might
expect from an Indian schooled for years in the polished East." 32
There are some blemishes-a tendency to preach at times, touches of
sentimentality-but on the whole the author succeeds in getting his
reader concerned about the outcome of his tales and in making him ,
grasp for a moment the real nature of the Indian (with corresponding
indignation at his treatment). This was simply what Garland was
trying to do, and there can be no higher praise.
The importance of Garland's contribution to literature in these
stories must be largely determined by whether or not he was an
authority on his subject. Many men had written about Indians for
two centuries before Garland, but not many have been remembered
for having written with exact knowledge and true understan~ng. If
it can be demonstrated that Garland showe~ that knowledge and
understanding in his stories, then he was among the first and one of
the few who have dealt realistically and feelingly with the reservation
Indian, or the Indian "in transition."
Because it deals with historical figures and incidents for the most
part, ''The Silent Eaters" affords an excellent opportunity for testing
Garland's methods of research and the results he secured therefrom.
To begin with, he went to actual agency records to find the white
man's version of Sitting Bull's behavior. He next consulted white
men who knew the Indian as thoroughly as any white man ever has,
men like Stouch and Seger and Carignan, who had lived and worked
with the Indians for from twenty to· fifty years. He worked his way
into the confidence of the older, full-blooded Indian chiefs by first
making friends with half-breeds like Louis Primeau and semiciVilized
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full-bloods like Wolf Voice and Robert Bums.as Once he had the
trust of the old chiefs he talked with them by the hour, jotting down
words, ideas, and impressions rapidly as they talked. Then he checked
the story of one red man against that of another. In between these
researches for historical details he absorbed realistic details of dress,
gesture, mannerisms, and environment and tried to pierce the mask
of stolidity by which the red man so frequently concealed his
thoughts from the distrusted white. So much for method.
But how authentic was Garland's version of the personality of
Sitting Bull? How accurately did he compile and analyze the endless
bits and pieces gathered from so many sources and viewpoints as to
what the old chief did and why he did it? In the many accounts of
Sitting Bull from the time of his death until the present, the ho~est
discussions have centered upon the following points: 1. Was he a
wise leader and a peacemaker? 2. Was he personally courageous,
especially at the Battle of the Little Big Hom? 3. Was he a ·troublemaker on the reservation or a leader of his race fighting for the rights
of his people? 4. Did he believe in the Ghost Dance or was he utiIizing it shrewdly as a means to gain power on the reservation? 5. Was
his arrest and killing within the due process of existing regulations
and necessary for the good of the country, or was it just another unjust exhibition of the power of the white man?
Garland answered yes to the first two questions and to the second
part of the third, answered the fourth by saying that Sitting Bull was
only testing the possibilities of the religion as a means for improving
the status of his people, and registered a most emphatic yes to the
second part of the fifth.
W. F. Johnson, the first biographer of Sitting Bull, in 1891 descnoed him as intelligent in expression and action, and in the speeches
he assigned to the Bull are numerous examples of the old chiefs desire to be at peace. Johnson evidently interpreted such statements
to be lies, for he called the.red man a scoundrel, rascal, and treacherous fri~nd. S4 On the reservation, however, Sitting Bull led a quiet
life for· several years and seemed to be cooperating with the white
man. The Ghost Dance craze was "born of the wretchedness and
need" of the Indians. Still, the Bull used the technique of the dance
to begin the ()rganization of a new rebellion in order to regain his
lost standing. He had gathered together some young warriors for a
general raid. The military and the agent thought it advisable to arrest
the old chief in order to keep the peace. What they really wanted was
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his death. When the native police arrested the old man, they hoisted
him on a horse and started off, but a shot from Sitting Bull's friends
started a general melee. The Bull continued to direct the attack for
a while even after he was down. As the Sioux attacked the native
police, the U.S. Cavalry galloped up and saved the day with machine
guns.85 If johnson's account was right, Garland scored only about
thirty percent.
The agent at the Standing Rock Agency, Major James McLaughlin,
.. fortunately chose in 1910 to record his thirty-eight years among the
Indians. His account of Sitting Bull lends little support to Garland,
however, for his memoirs offer the blackest kind of picture:
Crafty, avaricious, mendaciouS, and ambitious, Sitting Bull po.ssessed
all of the faults of an Indian and none of the nobler attributes which
have gone far to redeem ~ome his people from their deeds ofguiIt.
He had no single quality which would serve to dIaw his people to
him, yet he was by far the most influential man of his nation for
many years. . .• I never knew him to display a single trait that might
command admiration or respect, and I knew him well in the later
years of his life.. But he maintained his prestige by the acuteness of
his mind and his knowledge of human nature. Even his people knew
him as a physical coward, but the ~ct did not handicap the man in
dealingwith his following.sO

This passage shows clearly the attitude of the agent with whom the
Indians had to deal. He condemns Sitting Bull utterly and yet inconsistently goes on at once to admit·that the. chief was the most influential man of his day. He calls him a coward and then says. it was
no handicap among his people. Almost every known story or legend
of the Indians belies the truth of such a contradiction.
The remainder of McLaughlin's account is much the same. Sitting
Bull was wise, but he was certainly no peacemaker. McLaughlin was
able to keep him out of mischief for seven years however. The Ghost
Dance was a "most pernicious system of religion" which Sitting Bull
perverted "to appeal to the cupidity of the Indian and to. inflame him
against the whites." Sitting Bull was one of the "unreconstructed elements among the old leaders." It was distinctly advisable, therefore,
McLaughlin wrote to the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to
have Sitting Bull placed safely in a military prison.3T If McLaughlin's
account was correct (and it should have been, for he was a trusted
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government official of good reputation as a handler of Indians), then
Garland, despite his careful research, succeeded in getting almost
nothing right.
In 191~ W. K. Moorehead, archaeologist and a member of the
U.S. Board of Indian Commissioners, made an extensive study of the
American Indian and in his work considered. Sitting Bull sufficiently
important to warrant devoting two chapters to him. Moorehead is
one of the first to list the Bull as a peacemaker, and whereas he follows Mclaughlin's account in some detail, he does not agree that the
old chief was a coward. He does not believe that he was present at
the Battle of the Little Big Hom but that his "medicine" was largely
responsible for the Indians' success. From various. speeches of Sitting
Bull's which Moorehead quotes, he shows that he recognizes the
chiefs desire to fight for his people, but Moorehead, as a white
official, is forced to condemn Sitting Bull's troublesome habit of doing so. With admiration, though, Moorehead is forced to admit that,
considering things from the red man's viewpoint, Sitting Bull's actions were right and good. As for the killing of the old man, Moorehead merely adopts McLaughlin's version. At the conclusion of his
discussion, Moorehead quotes a letter of Dr. Charles A. Eastman,
himself a Sioux, in which Eastman agrees that Sitting Bull was a
statesman, a brave warrior, and no troublemaker. He was foolish in
taking up the Ghost Dance. Much of his bad reputation appears to
have arisen from the antagonism of the agent, McLaughlin.sS Here
with Moorehead's account for the first time a picture of Sitting Bull
that partially resembles Garland's begins to emerge. Eastman in his
letter goes into very little detail, but the implication is that he would
have supported Garland's interpretation.
.
Stanley Vestal, in 1932, appears to have made the most extensive
study of Sitting Bull. He examined all the earlier accounts and soon
came to th~conclusion that few of the white authors had much firsthand knowledge of their subject. The only reliable source for the first
forty-five years of Sitting Bull's life, Vestal found, was the "11J.emories
of old Indians of high reputation." Vestal consulted the old-timers
extensively and found them anxious at last to talk and to be accurate
as to detail, refusing to give any infonnation which had not been seenred at firsthand. His study was pursued "not merely among the
members of Sitting Bull's own family, band, tribe, and nation, but
among all other Indian nations with which he had contac4 both in
this country and in Canada." Nothing that appears in his text, he
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insists, even though it is undocumented, has been invented. For many
of Sitting Bull's speeches he, has the Sioux texts. The personality of
the chief, as revealed, is that suggested by the, Indians interrogated,
and it is not the interpretation of the author. With such methodology,89 Vestal's account should be as accurate a one as anyone is
ever likely to attain.
According to Vestal, Sitting Bull, "the strongest, boldest, most
stubborn opponent of European influence ... was one of the makers
of America." 40 In other words, Vestal substantiated Garland's account in almost every detail. S~tting Bull was wise.41 He was a peacemaker in the sense that he did not make war upon the whites until
they forced him into it by trespassing upon Sioux lands. He fought
them only to protect his lands, the buffalo, and his family.42 He was
exceedingly brave, a fact witnesses attest to Qver and ov~~ again.43 At
Standing Rock, Sitting Bull caused trouble enough, but it was because he wanted to protect the interests of his people and because,
with his extraordinary power, even on the reservation, he was so
unusually successful in doing SO.44 Much of his trouble on the reservation was caused by the fact that McLaughlin was jealous of his
authority as chief and was determined to break him. After all, "McLaughlin had been sent out to destroy Sioux civilization. Under the
old Indian Bureau that was his job." So long as Sitting Bull lived,
that goal could never be achieved. Under the circumstanc~, it (:ould
only be a question of time until ways and means ·could be discovered
for the elimination of Sitting Bull as an aid to the progress of "civilization."45 The Ghost Dance craze was the·excuse~ -Sitting Bull did
not believe all the teachings of the Messiah, but he earnestly wanted
to.46 Meanwhile, his people wanted to dance, and as i~ brought pleasure to them in what to the old chief seemed a harmless way, he was
not going to allow the white to deny them that pleasure. As a result,
he was killed.
Vestal undoubtedly favored his subject, but, after discounting jor
that fact, one must conclude, in view of his extensive research among
primary sources, that his account of Sitting Bull is· the most accurate
available. The chief differences between ,Vestal's interpretation and
earlier ones is that Vestal was writing from the point of view of the
red man. Thrown into that light, many "facts" about the old chief
take on different meanings. As Garland was :also trying to present
Sitting Bull as the red men themselves knew him,41 its was to be expected~ if he used the same sources as Vestal (and -he did, albeit in
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lesser number), that his interpretation would be similar. With Vestars well-authenticated account to back up Garland's portrait of Sitting Bull, yet coming some thirty years later,48 it seems safe to say
that Garland 'was again the pioneer in this matter of the handling of
the reservation Indian, and that by his true and sympathetic portraits
he made a contribution of lasting importance to American literature.49
IV. There is little doubt that Garland, once interested in the plight
of the Indian, worked diligently to better the Indian's status and in
so doing considered himself a reformer with respect to the Indian
problem. Even Gronewald, who found Garland to be a reformer only
in an offhand way, characterized his point of view towards the Indians
as "fair, sympathetic, realistic, and constructive" and his social criticism of their plight as his only "positive social thinking."lSO To be
sure, one of Garland's strongest reform tools, even though its efficacy
cannot be measured, was his ability
present graphically and, dramatically the life of the Indian on tIle reservation in the 189ds and
early 190ds}il One of his pictures, if enough people read it, would
have greater power to move white men to sympathy for theit red
brethren than half a dozen reform articles which it was certain almost
no one would read. Since almost all the stories appeared in periodicals, they must have been read by a great many white people. How
much g()od they did is questionable. The Indian had been completely
suppressed for only about a decade, and people had not yet forgotten
their fear and hatred of him sufficiently to tum charitable and concern themselves with whether or not he was being deprived of his
rights by other white people. As usual, Garland had uncovered one
of America's festering patches of corruption and had presented it
viVidly to the public. The public could institute positive reforms
if it chose.
In dealing with the Indians, Garland went even further than simply
to descn'be their troubles in fiction. He set out vigorously to do something in a positive way. Theodore Roosevelt was President after 1<)01,
and he was Garland's friend and interested in the West .generally.
Garland busied himself meeting men who were important in the
Indian reform movement, _such as C. F. Lummis and George Bird
Grinnell. Apparently, with his usual pioneer enthusiasm over a new
project, he made a nuisance of himself by trying to hurry through
reforms which older, more experienced men knew took patience and
finesse}i2 Lummis and other friends of the Indian were trying to

fO
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organize a league to help, presumably by initiating reform in some
particular place through the influence of the important people in the
league, with the ultimate end of cleaning up the whole Bureau of
Indian Affairs. Lummis assured Garland that many of Garland's suggestions would undoubtedly get into the constitution Qf the league
in time, and said that he wanted Garland on the first year's National
Advisory Board. He also hoped Garland would organize one of the
contemplated local councils, perhaps in ChicagO}iS
In 1<}O2 Garland apparently felt that matters were moving too
slowly with respect to the Indians and took time off from 1$ fiction
to write an article describing the abuses which had been heaped upon
the red man and outlining a positive program of corrective measures.~4
A few simple steps, if taken, would work wonders. First, because he
is gregarious, the Indian should be grouped in small family units on
workable farm land along watercourses. He cannot be expected to
learn a new skill, farming, by hacking away at barren ground. Second,
competent instructors should be appointed in small areas to teach
the Indian the art of farming. Third, a district matron should be
supplied to instruct the Indian women in home arts. Fourth, old arts
and crafts of each tribe should be retained and enc6riraged. Competing stores (with no alcohol on the premises) should be permitted on
the reservation to enable the red man to realize the greatest possible
profit from his industry. Fifth, combined boarding and industrial
schools shoulo be established in each farm area and all sectarian and
nonreservation schools abolished. Indian children should not be
separated from their families by shipping them East. Sixth, missionaries should be discouraged, because their views are too narrow and
"inelastic." The red man should be made to feel that he is a man and
different but Qot to be despised because of that difference. Seventh, .
the red man should be free to come and go and should be governed
by the same laws generally as his white neighbor. Then the agent
would be thought of as a friend, adviser, and attorney, not as a commander. With legislation to implement steps like these, the Indian
would rapidly be converted from a Stone Age man to a}'Christian
citizen." As it was, legislation already in effect offered program
something like this:

a

You, Whiteshield, will at once· leave your pleasant camp in the grove
beside the Washita and take yourself to your home-quarter. You will
at once give up the tepee and all your skin clothing. You will put off
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your moccasins and take to brogans. You will build a hut and live
therein. You will have your hair cut short, and give up painting your
face. You will cease all singing and dancing. Every form and symbol
of the past is vile-put them away. You will send your children to
•
school-even the little ones of five must go. Smoking is expensivf;
and leads to dreaming-stop it. To do bead-work or basket-weaving
is heathen; your wife must abandon that. You will instantly begin
to raise pigs and chickens, and work hard every day, because it is
good to work. In order that you may know how sweet it is to live
the life of the white farmer, you may go to church on Sunday and
hear a man talk in words that you do not understand, and sings songs
whic4 white people sing when they have nothing better to do.tIti
The same year Garland convinced Roosevelt that he possessed a
very respectable knowledge of Indian affairs from his ten y~ of
visiting reservations. Roosevelt informed him that he and G. B. Grinnell would be unofficial Presidential aides with respect to Indian matters.56 It was not a jest in passing on the President's pa~ for letters
such as the following from the White House during the next few
years show,his sincere desire for information:
Dear Mr. Garland:
... I wish to make my messages short this year; and so let any
corrections or suggestions you have to put in about the Indians
be as brief as possible. But I wished either you or Mr. Grinnell
to go over what I said.
P.S. Please return the paragraph about the Indians with your suggestions at once.
My Dear Mr. Garland:
I particularly want you to talk with Miss Curtis over what she has
to say about. the Southwestern Indians and the advisability of
developing along its own lines their marked artistic talent....51
In the fall of 1903 came an invitation from Roosevelt to come to the
White House to confer on Indian affairs, at least on a "phase of the
Indian service" with which Garland was familiar.lis
Along "with Roosevelt, Grinnell approved, for the most p~ of
Garland's eJforts. He thought the Indian stories were good because of
their sympathetic point of view rather than because they were ex-
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actly true}~9 Garland's intentions were right, though, and· iIi the main
he hit off the red man's character pretty well. Coming from an expert on the American Indian, it was an appreciable compliment.
It was in 1902 also that Garland tried most strenuously to effect
at least one improvement in Indian affairs. He had received the idea
for this particular reform-the changing of Indian names to facilitate
administrative and legal matters-while on the trip through Major
.. Stouch's reservation in 1900. Garland's experiences with official Washington could be worked over into a comic-satirical skit without many
changes. He told his plan to Roosevelt. Roosevelt was enthusiastic
and gave him a card with a penciled note for the Secretary of the
Interior, promising cooperation in securing ~Isubstantial'" justice for
the Indian. The Secretary brightened visibly (after a cool reception)
upon seeing the card, listened politely to Garland's proposal, and then
took him to the Commissioner of Indian Affaairs, who was duly instructed to "cooperate in every way possible." After telling his plan
for the third time to the Commissioner, Garland began to catch on.
"The outcome of this conference was not entirely to my liking," he
said with noble restraint. The Commissioner, having no one else to
send him along to immediately, suggested that he "draw up a circular" to guide the'Indian agents in putting the plan into effect. Garland went away and did so. He also had Roosevelt appoint the educated Sioux, Dr. Charles Eastman, as special worker in the field to
implement the plan. Eastman, Garland mentions, worked for two
years along the lines indicated in the circular. Even so, fullcooperation was never given by the officials concerned, and Garland had to
write the whole thing off in 1913 as a reform which had "faded out
into a routine and foolish gesture."60 Again, the final judgment for
Garland's reform efforts must be that he tried, and this time tried
hard.
.After his experiences with his name plan, Garland seemep to lose
interest as an active, working reformer· and to revert to hiS normal
role of one who presents to the public the need for reform. His "The
Red Man as Material" (1903) was simply a discussion of how the
Indian had been treated in fiction through the years. For the most
part the various types of authors-the explorer, the missionary, the
fictionist-had each had their special interests to promote and- had
distorted the red man's character accordingly. Such fallacious interpretations have had a bad effect upon their publics. Holding such
erroneous conceptions of their savage foes, the English-speaking pea-
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pIe have tended to become "mthless conquerors . . . blotting out
all manners, customs, religions, and governments which happen to
differ from their own." Literature has helped to bring this about. It
behooves writers, therefore, to be conscious of their power and to be
careful to see that their delineations of a race are tmthful}~l
/ill undated manuscript in the Garland Collection, about five pages
in length, discusses the human side of the red man, how he is in
reality not unlike the.white man as a father, friend, or statesman. The
true wild Indian has long given way to the specimen known as the
ward of the government, and it is the "pathetic attempt" of these individuals to adapt themselves that Garland has tried to depict in his
stories. One cannot help being moved at the contrast between the
modem reservation Indian and the free wild savage of yesterday: "As
I looked back upon him reaching with trembling hands for the cottonballs, the sunlight flaming on his bowed and weary back, I thought
of the time, when he, a splendid young chieftain was wont to lead
his band in free marches after the buffalo from the Powder River to
the Platte, lord of the splendid plain and owner of a million cattle."62
Garland ceased to write of the American Indian after 1907, unless
some of the three stories added to the 1923 collection were written
after $at time, which is doubtful. Garland tended to work in "periods" for the most part, and once his interest in a genre or type of
subject waned, he did not seem to return to it. As he was becoming
increasingly interested in biographical writing about 1910, it is not
likely that he wrote any more Indian stories. Furthermore, by 1913,
he was tired of traveling in the West.68 From then on he was to
travel largely in his mind, into the past. He had done enough, however, and his work had been good. If he had not helped the Indians
as much as he would have liked, he had at least presented their side
of the story to the American public in realistic sketches which should
be of value to both historians and men of letters for some time to
come. If his work was not appreciated-well, Garland knew that he
had penetrated to the heart of the red man and was satisfied that he
h~d understood and had done a good job of reporting what he found
there. If other white men could not follow him sympathetically, he
had devised a proper fate for them: "I hope Black Hawk's happy
hunting ground exists," he said, "and that the white man will never
find it."64
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NOTES
1. Albert Keiser, The Indian in American Literature (New York, 1933), has given
the most complete treatment to date, but by the nature of such a survey there could
be but a short chapter on Garland. Similarly, Jean HaDaway in her recent Hamlin Garland (Austin, Texas, 1960). has given a running commentaIy on Garland's Indian
stories (pp. 47, 127, 13 1, 141-42, 143, 16;, 167, 169, 171-73, 177-79, 183, 214> 27174> but not list~ in her index), but she is interested chieRy in listing the stories ebronologicaDy and in matters of publication. Garland's only novel-length treatment of the
Indian is The Captain of the Grayhorse Troop (New York, 1902). Keiser calls it his
"most systematic study of the red man," but since Keiser's treatment (pp. 287"92) is
thorough, I have omitted any discussion of it in this paper.
2. Keiser, pp. 280, 28;.
3. Hamlin Garland, A Son of the Midcl1e Border (New York, 1944), p. 447.
4- Hamlin Garland, Roadside Meetings (New York, 1930), p. 292ff.
;. lJoyd A. Arvidsq.n, lfamlin Garland: Centennial Tn'butes and a Checklist of the
Hamlin Garland PaperS in the University of Southern California Library. University of
Southern California Library Bulletin NO.9, U)62. In the, Garland CoDection is a
travel journal entitled "Walpi," consisting of thirty pages in penciled longhand. An apparently unpublished article compiled from similar travel journal information is entitled
"A Day at Isleta." "Among the Southern Utes," an unidentified clippiDg, is apparently
a third travel article gathered from this trip.
6. Roa:dside Meetings, p. 297.
7. Hamlin Garland, A Daughter of the Midcl1e Border (New York, 1921), pp.
4°,43.
8. Ibid., pp. 44-48.
9· Ibid., pp. 182, 179.
10. Hamlin Garland, Companions on the Trail (New York, 1931), p. 23.
n. Ibid., p. 27.
12. From a book of notes on Indians, cI9°O, Garland CoDection. The entries are
often jotted down hastily, as though while Garland was listening to conversation.
13. Ibid. One section of the book records some sign language symbols: e.g., BUNGERsawing edge of hand across stomach; LOVE-armS clasping the bosom; BAD-SIlapping
fingers as if shaking the matter off; MtJLE-earS flapping; RAIN-fingers half high, tips
down. Also in the CoDection is a 12-page pencilled ms. entitled "5eger, the Sign
Talker:'
14· Companions on the Trail, pp. 29, 30. See also HaDaway, pp. 272-73, fn. "7, in
which Miss HaDaway traces the charge by W. S. Campbell (Stanley Vestal) that Garland improperly used material which by rights belonged to Seger. Her analysis makes it
seem reasonable that Garland was innocent, that Sf:F would not or could not put
into literary form the rich stores of experience which he carried in his head. After an,
Garland did urge Seger to write,.and later Seger did make the attempt in Early Days
among the Cheyenne and Ampabo Indians (ed. by Stanley Vestal),but it is a slim
little volume. The material he inspired Garland ro write do~ess bulked much larger.
1;. Ibid., pp. 33-35.
~ ",:.,...
16. Ibid., 39-4°. See also A Daughter of the Middle Border,p. 19;.
17. A Daughter of the Midcl1e Border, pp. 191, 198'99;'"See also Companions on
the Trail, pp. 41-43.
18. Companions on the Trail, p. 46. See also A Daughter of the Midcl1e Border,
PP·197"9 8.
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19· Ibid.• pp. 419. 313ff.

%o..McClures. XIX (Sept.• 19°%).474.80.
%1. Harper's Weekly. XL (Aug. 15. 1896). 801-07.
2%2.• 22b. McClure's, XI (Sept., 1898),443-48.
23. In his literary notebook for 1902, Garland had a list of published or contemplated
Indian stories with the title: "A Book of Indian Tales:' See also, Companions on the
Trail. p. 47. This time the title was to be "Red Pioneers:' In A Daughter of the
Midc11e Border (p. 180), which he wrote between 1919 and 1921, he mentioned wanting to bring out such a book.
24. Roadside Meetings. p. 394. See also, Hamlin Garland. My Frienc11y Contemporaries (New York, 1932). pp. 4°9-10 and Holloway, pp. 271-7%.
25. See Holloway. p. 273. for a discussion of the three new stories.
26. Companions on the Trail, p. 486.
%7. The actual time was several years (1877-81), but Garland, for artistic reasons.
reduced it to one terrible winter. See Stanley Vestal, Sitting Bull (New York, 193%).
pp.211-35·
28. Hamlin Garland. The Book of the American Indian (New York, 19%3). p. %99.
%9, Ibid.• pp. 159-%74·
30. Ibid.• pp. 188-89.
31. Ibid•• pp. %62-63.
3%. Keiser. p. %80.
33. A Daughter of the Midc11e Border, pp...... 179; Companions on the Trail. pp.
35.4°.
3+ W. F. Johnson. Life of Sitting Bull (Edgewood Publishing Co., 1891). pp.
143-54·
35. Ibid.• pp. 16<}-'71• 179-80. 184-86.
36. J. McLaughlin, My Friend the Indian (New York, 1910). p. 180.
37· Ibid.• pp. 183. 195. 187. %00.
38. W. K. Moorehead, The American Indian in the United States (Andover. Mass.•
19 14), pp. 190-<)8. 1%3-25, 199·
39. Vestal. pp. vii·xi.
40. Ibid., p. 324.
.
4 1. Ibid.• p. 172. "Such skill in forecasting the enemy's movements. such canny
sizing-up of a situation were what made Sitting Bull peerless as a leader of the warlike
Sioux. Brave men were plenty in theit camps: but the man who combined intelligence
and skill and courage as Sitting Bull did was hardly to be found....
4%· Ibid.. pp. 96"97. "The immediate result of his inaugwation as chief of a grand
alliance of Plains Indians was reflected in the Report of the Secretary of War for 1867.
which states that attacks by Indians were 1ess frequent than they ordinarily have been:"
43. Ibid.. pp. 94> ~80-81. With respect to the Battle of the Little Big Hom: "Of
course he was there-bold as a lion; of course he led some charges. led his own group:'
44. Ibid., pp. %54-63, He refused to go to England once, with Buffalo Bill's show.
because he felt he was needed there at Standing Rock to help the.Sioux keep their lands.
45· Ibid.• pp. 254, 276-77. "in this questionnaire of the Commissioner, McLaughlin
saw a heaven-sent opportunity to get rid of Sitting Bull."
46. Ibid., p. 279. "Sitting Bull danced with the others, hoping to go into a trance
and see the beloved daughter he was mourning. But it was no use; faith was no part of
his technique_ He could not believe until he saw, though he was pitifully eager to,
and listened with close attention to the reports of more favored dancers. McLaughlin
himself declares that Sitting Bull did not believe, but allowed his people to dance."
47· Companions on the Trail. p. 486.
48. Ibid. "The Silent Eaters" seems to have been composed first about 1902.
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49. A more recent h~orian of Indian chiefs than Vestal, Albert Britt, Great Indian
~ make a faireva1uation of all the conflicting evidence about Sitting Bull. Britt does not document his work, and one cannot always be
sure of his sources for some of the details about his subject. Sometimes he uses as
evidence the words of a Chicago reporter whom he himself labels as "lyrical" and ridiculous on earlier pages (pp. 190, 192). Other times he quotes McLaughlin, Johnson
or Vestal with equal respect, yet examination of their works makes it seem, as I have
tried to show, that only Vestal made a scholarly and reasonably unprejudiced investigation of his subject. In general, Britt tries so hard to be impartial that he fails to be
definite about any of the controversial issues in Sitting Bull's life, and the reader is left
with the impression of having read a "delightful" biographical sketch but of having
received no positive evaluation of Sitting Bull's life and character. Another source, M.
I. McCreight, Chief Flying Hawk's Tales (New York, 1936), purports to be the
reminiscences of a nephew of Sitting Bull. As the chapter on the Bull is short, there is
no full interpretation, but the tone and some of the details are in support of Garland's
and Vestal's interpretations. What is most difficult to understand is why Vestal, even in
his latest edition of his book (Norman, Okla., 1957), gives no credit to Garland as a.
creditable earlier biogmpher of Sitting Bull. He says (p. xi): "But I shall make.no
apologies for ignoring the guesswork of men who can have had np opportunity to know
the man of whom they write so ghbly." Yet, as just one sample Qf.,the closeness of his
and Garland's interpretations, note the following parallel accounts oil Sitting Bull's proposal to McLaughlin to check the origins of the Ghost Dance religion before abandoning it (McLaughlin, p. 277): "White Hair, you do not like me personally. You do
not understand this dance..But I am wiDing to be convinced. You and I wiD go together to the trIbes hom which this dance came, and when we reach the last one,
where it started, if they cannot produce the Messiah, and if we do not find all the
nations of the dead coming this way, then I wiD retumand tell the Sioux it is all a
lie. That will end the dance. If we find the Messiah, then you are to let the dance go
on." (Garland, Book of the American Indian, p. 262). "I have a proposition to make
to you. This new religion came to me hom the Brule Reservation; they got it from the
west. The Mato and Kios claim to have seen the Messiah. Let us two, you and .1, set
forth together with intent to trail down this stoty of the Messiah. If, when we reach
the last trIbe in the land where the stoty originated, they cannot show us the Messiah
or give us satisfactory proof, then we will return and I will tell my people that they
have been too credulous. This report wiD end the dance forever:' It is to be remembered that Garland's version preceded Vestal's by nine years.
B. Gronewold, The Social Criticism of Hamlin Garland, unpublished dissertation
(New York University, 1943), p. 368. Gronewold also says that Garland "was not
emotionally stirred in his consideration of the Indians~ problems," that "monetary or
professional considerations were apparently very minor factors in his desire to plead the
Indians' cause." These ideas are hard to reconcile. If Garland was not emotionally
stirred, then how could he write with so much pathos of the Indians' pitiful efforts
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